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Safety footwear is designed to protect feet 
against a wide variety of injuries. Impact, 
compression and puncture are the most 
common types of foot injury.  

 
• CHOOSE footwear according to the hazard. 

Refer to CSA Standard Z195, "Protective 
Footwear."  
 

• SELECT CSA-certified footwear. Ensure that it 
has the proper rating for the hazard and the 
proper sole for the working conditions.  
 

• WALK in new footwear to ensure it 
is comfortable.  

• LACE up boots fully. High-cut boots 
provide support against ankle injury.  

 
• USE a protective coating to make 

footwear water-resistant.  
 

• USE metatarsal protection (top of the foot 
between the toes and ankle) where there is a 
potential for injury.  

• INSPECT footwear regularly for damage.  

• REPAIR or replace worn or defective footwear.  

X - Excellent    G - Good   F - Fair   P - Not Recommended 

 FOOTWEAR SOLE RATINGS      

Sole  Abrasion  Metal Chips Chemical  Cushion  Cement  Slipping  Water  Oil  Heat  

Blown Rubber  G  F  F  X  X  G  G  G  F  

Vulcanized PVC  G  G  F  G  G  F  G  G  G  

Vibram  X  X  G  X  X  X  X  G  X  
Leather  F  F  F  G  G  G  p  F  p  
Vinyl Flex  G  F  F  X  X  X  G  G  F  

Chemigum (Ambergum)  X  G  G  X  X  X  X  X  X  
Neoprene  X  G  X  G  X  G  X  X  G  
Krayton  X  F  F  X  G  G  G  F  F  
Neo Crepe  G  F  F  X  G  X  G  G  p  

Rubber (Vulcanized Rubber)  X  G  G  X  X  G  X  G  G  
Nitrile (Nitrilegum)  X  G  X  G  X  X  X  X  G  
Dyna tread  X  X  G  G  X  X  X  G  G  

Sur-Sport Rubber  G  G  X  X  G  X  X  X  G  
Polyurethane  X  F  X  X  X  G  X  X  G  

Vylyt  F  p  X  G  G  X  X  X  F  
Crepe  G  X  G  G  X  G  X  G  G  

 


